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Thin that ab horreſt Idols, duſt thou tommit Sacrilege ? Rom, 
I have loved the Beauty of thy Temple; Pal. xxxviii. 
Tora! They have digged down thine Altars, and I am left alone; 


Nam zi. 3. 4 
Rejoyce not 84 me, O mine ne Enemy Thi! I fol, I jhall ariſe! 
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The PR E FACE. 


TT may be expected that T ſhou'd give ſeme Acccunt to the 
1 IWorld of tbe Occaſion that led me to Deſign and Publiſh 
2 Diſcourſe of this Nature. | | 
And, indeed, I cannot but look upon't to be Juſt and Rea- 
ſonable : Net ſo much upon my own, as upon a publick Ac- 
count; both which are too much concern d in this unhappy Af- 
fair, which has forc'd and plung d me into a Neceſſity of a 
Vindication. 
Tho', as to my ſelf, I cou'd very eaſily have ſubmitted to 
what, 1 think, I may call HARD USAGE : Not that I have 
10 Senſe of Pain; or that I cannot feel the Wound that I have 
receiy'd : But, I thank God, Hic Murus Ahzneus eſt, tis 
what I have met with for my faithful, ſincere Labour, to pro- 
| mote the Glory and Honour of God; for I have had no other Pro- 
ſpe& ; I bade bad no BAG in my View, for all that I have 
been doing; and this is my Comfort and mn ſtrong Hold. 
Beſides, I have been, for many a Year paſt, accuſt om d to 
ſuch Returns; tho' indeed theſe Blaſts have uſually come, ab 


* Aquilone, unde omne malum, from à quite different Point; 


7 the Breath of a very malignant Sett of Men, who by infecti- 

"2 ous Clamours, have attempted the moſt Glorious Actions of 
the Beſt of Men, to raiſe a Storm to Shipwrack and Con- 
Found em. ; 


1 And, therefore, being babituated to ſuch Tryals, I am the 


more inur d to bear them on ALL Sides. 

7 3 Tet 1 hope 1 (ball be juſtified, and it cannot be taken amiſs, 
XZ if I ſer the Caſe before us in a true Light: For, I am pr ſi- 
tive, tis Miſtake SOMEWHERE, from whence we [ujjer 


1. the Defacing of our Holy Place ; and this I ſhall under- 


4 take with all poſſible Deference and Submiſſion 10 his Lord- 


i ſhip ; tbo I humbly crave Leave to ſay, He has zot [cen OUR 


3 GLORY rr OUR RUINS with his own Eyes; and I have 
no other Way left me to clear this Point, than THUS 10 
Live a true Account of the whole Matter. | 


The PREFACE. 


It will not therefore be looł d upon as impertinent nor for- 
reign to the Affair in Hand, that I acquaint the World, that 
for many Years paſs d, whentheChurch was under its greateſt 
Diſtreſs, and yet it was almoſt Treaſon to ſay it was in 
Danger; when every Principle of Latitude was counte- 
nanc'd and promoted ; and the Sacred Order itſelf was 
in all things Brow-beaten, diſcouraged, and almoſt ſtruck 
Dumb; that I could not but look upon my ſelf, as doubly en- 
gag d, in my private Station to be ſteddy, and conſtant in m 

Endeawours, to ſettle a right Judgment in thoſe whom God 
bad committed to my Charge. | 

What great Difficulties, what Hazards and Reproaches I 
ran thro at ſuch a Functure, upon this account, I have no 
farther Occ: ſiow to mention, than as they may be ſuppos d to 
recommend me at leaſt to be treated as a faithful Miniſter, 
that have ſtood the Brunt of late Dangers, with as true a 
Courage, and as unſhaken and LASTING a Reſolution, as 
ANY of my Brethren. 4 

And what Succeſs I have bad, the happy Diſpoſition of my 
Pariſh at preſent, after all the Diſcouragements we have met 
with, is a ſufficient Evidence; God has given me a thou- 
ſand Witneſſes to prove it: 

And eſpecially by their Generous and Liberal Contributions, 
at my Requeſt, to Beautify and Adern the Houſe of God, 
wherein they have been ſparing of no Expence to carry on 
ſo deſirable a Work. 

The fniſhing Part of it was a becoming ALTAR-PIECE; © 

in the Midſt of which, as the moſt proper Deſign for ſuch a 
Place, was Erected the Repreſentation of our Bleſſed 
Saviour, Inſticuting his laſt Supper with his Diſciples. 

And this was, indeed, ſuch an Addition, fuch an Accom- © 
pliſument to all the reſt, that ſome ſtrict Diſſenters, upon © 
the firſt View of it, did declare, that this very Piece was 
worth all that had been done before: And upon the ULS. 
niverſal Aſſembly of the (a) whole Pariſh, Ireceiv'd their 
gublick Acknowlegments for the Erecting of it. " = 


(4) On Laſter Monday. 


In 


* 
& 


.o Religious a Work, to ſuffer for the Miſmanagement of one 


The PRE FACE. 

In a fem Days after I was call d into my Native County, 
upon ſome urgent Buſineſs ; and then it was that the STR A= 
TAGEM about Judas was concerted, which occaſion d my 
Return ſo ſoon as it was peſſible. 

And when ] found what miſchievous Practices were on Foot 
againſt us; and by what Forgeries and Falſhoods, according 
to the uſual Cuſtom of a reſtleſs Factien, our ALT AR-PIECE 
was become the publick Diſcourſe ; and that the Biſhop of the 
Dioceſe had ſent his Chancellor to make Inſpection into the 
Matter; I thought it my Duty, and the beſt Expedient to ſet 
things right, to wait upon my Lord; which I did with Two 
or Three of the Beſt and Worthieſt of my Friends. 

What paſs'd at that Time ought to be no Secret: His Lord- 
ſhip told me, with all the Tenderneſs in the W.rld, to this Ef- 
feet, *© That he had been importun'd exceedingly about 
* it; and that He had ſent his Chancellor to view it, 
* who had not yet given his Report; but withall, He ad- 
* ded, that from thence forward, He was relolv'd tc 
ce make it a Rule that nothing of that Nature ſhou'd, 
* for the Future, be put up without His Knowledge 
* and Approbation, which I rock to be a kind Reproof up- 
on our Caſe ; and was concern d; for it was juſt. For, tho 


his Lordſhip was in a foreign Country, upon a happy Af 


= fair, when cur Deſigns were laid for Beautifying our Altar: 


Yet, as bis Lordſhip s Repreſentative, his Chancellor was ready 
to be apply d to, the Church Warden ought to have addreſsd 
bim; which I hope will be imputed to bis Incogitancy, and 
not to any refractory Deſign of ſlighting Authority, or neg- 
lecting his Lordſhip's Prerogative ; for there can be no Action, 


Howe wer, in itſelf meritorious that can juſtitie that. 


But if it had been otherwiſe, as in my Conſcience it was not, 


6 but a mere Miſtake ; it wou'd be ſevere for a publick Com- 


munity of Men, who had, with ſuch Freedom, contributed to 


Jingle Perſon. 


However, on the Monday following ( the Day appointed 
by the Chancellor for the Church-Warden to attend him at the 


Common, in order to receive bis Determination about the Pi- 


dure) 
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4 Hundred of the Beſt and Chief Inhabitants of my Pariſh, 
whoſe Preſence might have been neceſſary, had we been allow'd 


to plead for our ſelves : For, indeed, we bad retain d Dr. Hinch- 


man to this Purpoſe ; but all was ſuperceded ; and inſtead of a 
Tryal, the poor Picture receiv d Sentence in theſe Words. 

«© The folns having a View on the 17 Inſtant of 
© the Picture over the Altar in the Chancel of the 
i Pariſh Church of St. Mary White-Chappe!, according to 
* the Order of the Right Reverend the Biſhop of Lon- 
c don, and made a Report thereof to his Lordſhip, does 
ce find that the ſaid Picture, by SOME of the Figures 
© there repreſented, will give an Occaſion of Scandal 
© and Offence, it continu'd there, (as has already 
© appear'd by ſeveral Complaints made on that Oc- 
© cation, and SOME IN THE PUBLICK PRINTS) 
{© does therefore Order and Direct, that the aforeſaid 


picture be forthwith taken down and remov d, G 


This was the Injundt ion; theſe the Reaſons of the Fudge: 
And for my own Part, Ido not Murmur nor Complain again 
them; but "tis ncceſſary that all the Earth ſhou'd ſee upon what 
Moti ves (and that it was not upon any Account of IDOLA- 
TRY, as has (A) ſince been ſuggeſted ) ibat a Miniſter of a 
Pariſh, and a well-meaning People, have been thus treated, 
and our Church bas receiv'd ſo Great a Blemiſh. 

Had there been any thing in that valuable Piece, that cou'd 
juſtly, and from any other Breath, have been ſaid to the 
Judge, tobe offenſive ; yet ſtill, methinks, the Houſe of God 
might have been ſpared ; any Figures that were there, even 
Judas, the Offence of Trimming and Prevaricating Miſcre- 
ants, might have been altered: Hut, alaſs! that wou d not 
bave ſerd d the Turn of the Party; their Offences drove ano- 
ther Way ; and, if the Fudge WOU'D OBLIGE, down it 
muſt all come, Root and Branch ; it will ſtill give an Occaſion 
of Scandal and Offence, if CONTINU'D THERE; and 
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(a) See the Caſe of Images, & c, on Occaſion of the Picture ſer 


up in White-Chappe!, &c. , 
Picture 


Cure) I went with the Church-Warden, attended with about 


therefore he muſt needs Order and Direct, har the aforeſaid . 
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The PRE FACE. 


picture be forthwith taken down and remoy'd, &c: 
And eſpecially becauſe it has appear d by ſeveral Com- 
plaints, and SOME IN THE PUBLICK PRINTS, 


c. 

Al the publick complaining Prints were, as far as I cou d ever 
learn, the Flying-Poſt, and a Libel from one Willoughby 
Willey ; in which Libel there is, throughout, ( as has been 
2 prov'd) as direct Forgery and Falſhood, as ever was expreſs d 
(a) by Titus Oates, or any Iriſh Evidence; and, indeed, 

were it not upon this Account, I wou'd ſcorn to rake in ſuch a 
* Kennel, or take ſuch Names within my Lips. 
But to proceed. The Fate of our Churches Ornament, was 
no ſooner . after this Manner, than my Pariſhioners, 
* amaz,d and confounded at ſuch an unexpected Blaſt, reſolv d 
= immediately to addreſs the Biſhop, and by that appeal to Be- 
"= /eech bis Lordſhip not to ſuffer ſuch a Turn upon us, after all 
our great Charge and Expence, laying before bim the 2 
Damage the Picture it ſelf wou d ſuſtain by being torn dom, 
X and that we wou'd readily ſubmit to alter any Thing that 
= bis Lordſhip ſhou'd think fir to have altered; and therefore 
= Beſeech his Lordſhip to take a perſonal View, &C. 
* Theſe were the chief Contents of cur deſign d Appeal to his 
X Lordſhip, which we reſolv'd to preſent to him the next Morn- 
ing, ſubſcrib d by five Hundred of the Chief of my Pariſh. 
But before it was ingroſs d I carry d it to Dr. Hinchman, 
for his Advice, leaſt there ſhou d have been a Word in it miſ- 
plac' d, or that might give Occaſion of Offence : Upon which, the 
2 Dottor having read it, and finding our Reſolutions fix'd, told 
ui that be won d go and Talk privately with the Chancellor; 
= which be did; and, upon bis Return, told us, that he had 
= done our Buſineſs ; and that the Chancellor had conſented, that 
F we wou d put a Beard upon Judas, and alter his Complexi- 
= on, and make St. John's an older Face, (which, by the Bye, 
=” was as entirely unpreſidented the other way) we ſhou'd not 
Lie oblig' d to take the Picture down ; and be order'd us accor- 

BY dingly to get a new Scetch of the Picture, with St. John and 


(a) See the Anſwer to Wiltey's Letter, &c. ſold by John 8 3 5 
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Judas alter d, to be ready againſt the next Court Day, which we ® 
gladly did; and oblig d the Painter to ſit up three Nights to 4 
niſh it : But when the Time came we found to our Coſt that | 

all the Deſign of giving us that laſt Addition to our Expence 
and Trouble, appear d only an Artifice, on the other Hand, to | 
leave us no Time for an Appeal I mean to his Lordſhip ; for we 
rat ber choſe the utmoſt Indignity, than to appeal any other where. ® 
And this the Whole, and theTruth of the Matter, which has © 
occaſion d ſo many different $ peculations about the Kingdom. 9 
The Conſequences of which I dread ; to think what a © 
Wound has been given, and a Stifling of that publick Spirit, W? 
that has, of late, ran ſo Gloriouſly thro the Nation, of Beauti- |} 
Hing and Adorning our Engliſh Churches; and upin which 
Account, my Church, my People, and my ſelf, are become a By- 3 
Mord, and the Reproach of the very Scum of a Whigg-Facti- Þ 
on, whom it wou d be a Defilement to Name or Anſwer. 3 
O How dz the Enemies of God Blaſpheme and Triumph 4 
u pon this Occaſiom ! whilſt they declare Abroad, that OUR | 
IDOL is taken down! This is the Uſe they make of the Eu- 
couragement that has been given to their Noiſe and Clamour., 
I cannot, indeed, ſufficiently Lament the Miſchief I have 
ſuſtain'd in my own Pariſh upon this Account: There is not in 
the whole Kingdom a Sett of People, more ſteddy in the Princi. 
ples of Righteouſneſs and Juſtice, nor more ſincerely affected 7 
to the Good Old Church of England, than thoſe Worthy % 
Gentlemen in my Pariſh, who have born a Share with me in 
this Diſgrace ; and tis the greateſt Afliction to me, inthe 
World, to ſee how ſome of em are ſtagger d at the Blow that | © 
has been given as; as if we had been commiting Idolatry, or © 
Setting up Image-IWorſhip, at the ſame Time that. we were E- 
refling one of the moſt proper Ornaments in our Church that WO. 
Religious Devotion cou d invent. 4 
This is the chief Call T had to the following Diſcourſe ; and 
I doubt not, but, however, I may be Evil-treated by the Par- 
tiſans of a Fact ious Judas, upon the Account of it; yet God 4 


* 


* 


will Heſe my Undertaking to undecei ve thoſe who have been 4 / 
led into Error by the Craft gf. deſizning Men; and, in bis 

. 8 1 * 
own Way, proſper and Lege *F AMEN. 
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4 1 KinGs VI. 28th & 29th Verſes. 
And be overlaid the Cherubims with Gold. 


* 


And he Carved all the Walls of the Houſe 

round about with Carved Figures of (he- 
3 rubims, and Palm-Trees, and open Flom- 

- ers within and without. 

f HIS is Part of a Deſcription of 

ve that Temple at Zeruſalem, whoſe 

2 Foundation was laid, and whoſe 


mighty Structure and Magnificence 
was defign'd, carry'd on and fi- 
niſh'd, by a Religious Prince, with 
on and Bleſſing of God upon it. 


or © Fand Glorious, that, as the juſt (42) Hiſtorian of 
E. thoſe Times tells us, No Tongue can expreſs the 
at Difficulties of raiſing it ; and a Man would have 
2 1 much ado to believe his own very Eyes that ſaw it; 
5 and that there was not hing wanting, of Induſtry, 
oy 1 Magni ficence, or Expence, towards the Advancing of 
en this glorious Work, that might either expreſs the 
„ — — —— 
2 ( a) Joſepbat. 
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Judas alter d, to be ready againſt the next Court Day, which we 


gladly did; and oblig d the Painter to fit up three Nights to 

niſh it : But when the Time came we found to our Coſt that 
all the Deſign of giving us that laſt Addition to our Expence 
and Trouble, appear d only an Artifice, on the other Hand, to 
leave us no Time for an Appeal I mean to his Lordſhip ; for we 
rather choſe the utmoſt Indignity, than to appeal any other where. 


And this ic the Whole, and tbe Truth of the Matter, which has © 


occaſion d ſo many different Speculations about the Kingdom. 
De Conſequences of which I dread ; to think what a 
Wound has been given, and a Stifling of that publick Spirit, 


that has, of late, ran ſo Gloriouſly thro the Nation, of Beauti- | 

Hing and Adorning our Engliſh Churches; and upin which 
Account, my Church, my People, and my ſelf, are become a By- 
Word, and the Reproach of the very Scum of a Whigg Facti- 


on, whom it wou d be a Defilement to Name or Anſwer. 


 O! How do the Enemies of God Blaſphem? and Triumph 4 
upon this Occaſion ! whilſt they declare Abroad, that OUR | 
IDOL is taken down! This xs the ie they make of the Eu- 


courarement that has been given to their Noiſe and Clamour. 


I cannot, indeed, ſufficiently Lament the Miſchief I have 
uſtain'd in my own Pariſh upon this Account: There is not in 
the whole Kingdom a Sett of People, more ſteddy in the Princi= 
ples of Rightzouſnels and Juſtice, nor more ſincerely affected 
to the Good Old Church of England, than thoſe Worthy 
Gentlemen in my Pariſh, who have born a Share with me in 
this Diſgrace; and tis the greateſt Affliction to me, in the 
World, to ſee how ſome of 'em are ſtagger d at the Blow that 
has been given as; as if we had been commiting Idolatry, or 
Setting up Image-IWorſhip, at the ſame Time that we were E- W 
rect ing one of the moſt proper Ornaments iti our Church that g E 


Religious Devotion cou d invent. 


This is the chirf Call T had to the following Diſcourſe ; and Y 5 
I doubt not, but, however, I may be Evil treated by the Par- 
tiſans of a Fadtious Judas, upon the Account of it; yet God 
will bleſs my Undertaking to undeceive thoſe who baue been 
led into Error by the Craft gp. deſizning Men; and, in bis 3 
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1 KinGs VI. 28th & 29th Verſes. 


5 
And be overlaid the Cherubims with Gold. 


And he Carved all the Walls of the Houſe 
round about with Carved Figures of Che- 
rubims, and Palm-Trees, and open Flom- 
ers within and without. 


HIS is Part of a Deſcription of 
that Temple at Feruſalem, whoſe 
Foundation was laid, and whoſe 
mighty Structure and Magnificence 
was defign'd, carry'd on and fi- 
1 niſh'd, by a Religious Prince, with 
the Approbation and Bleſſing of God upon it. 
A Work indeed it was fo ſtupendiouſly Great 
and Glorious, that, as the juſt (2) Hiſtorian of 
thoſe Times tells us, No Tongue can expreſs the 
Diſiculties of raiſing it; and a Man would have 
3 much ado to believe his own very Eyes that ſaw it; 
and that there was nothing wanting, of Induſtry, 
a Mag nificence, or Expence, towards the Advancing of 
hig glorious Work, that might either expreſs the 
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(2 Joſepbur. 
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ZEAL 
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(2) 
ZEAL OF THE FOUNDER HIMSELF FOR 
THE HONOUR OF GOD, or STIR UP THE 
LIKE AFFECTIONS IN OTHERS. * 

It is not what I purpoſe, at this Time, to at- 
tempt any farther Deſcription of the Beauty and 
the Glory of this heavenly Place, than what the 
Words of my Text direct us to; and that is, that a- 
mongſt other Ornaments and Decorations of this 
Temple of God it was ſet out with the Addi- 
tion of various and ſundry Figures and Repreſenta- 
tions of Things in Heaven, and on Earth, with 
Cherubims and Palm-trees, and open Flowers; 
which were ſo far from being an Offence to God, 
that he Commanded them to be done, and approv'd !! 
of 'em when they were finiſhed ; and, upon the 
Dedication of the Temple, with all its innumera- 
ble Variety of Carved Ornaments and Figures all 
around it, God declar'd himſelf ſo well pleaſed i 
with it, that (2) Concerning this Houſe, he tells 
em (+) I have hallowed this Houſe to put my * 
Name there for ever; and mine Eyes and my ©: 
HEART ſhall be there perpetually. 

And yet it was about 500 Years before this, 
that God had moſt expreſly forbidden the Jews to 
make to themſelves any graven Image, or ſo much 
as the Likeneſs of any thing in Heaven, or on the 
Earth, or in the Sea; from whence it muſt be 
concluded, that theſe Words are not to be taken 
ina literal Senſe, as] ſhall demonſtrate in the proper 
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Place; for otherwiſe Solomon, who was a Wiſe and 
Prudent as well as a Religious Prince, would never 
have profan'd the Temple of God with any impious 
Repreſentations, nor wou'd he have acted againſt 
a plain Command: And tho' aſterwards, indeed, he 
fell away and ſuffer'd himſelf to be tempted into the 
Idolatry of the Children of Canaan; yet, it muſt be 
allow'd, that, at this time, he was acting according 
to the Economy of the Moſaick Diſpenſation, and 
doing what was ACCEPTABLE in the Sight of 
God. | 


I take my Occaſion from hence to juſtifie the 


3 Zeal and Piety of thoſe, whoſe religious Diſpoſi- 


tion for the Honour of God, has led them tojoyn 
with me in Beautifying THIS HOUSE ; not 
doubting but, after all the Noiſe and falſe Rumour 
that have been rais'd againſt it, by thoſe of a diſ- 
affected and Calviniſtical Prejudice, I ſhall be able, 
by the Grace of God, to vindicate the Inoffenſrue- 
neſs and Innocence, and even the Uſefulneſs of that 
Repreſentation of our Bleſſed Saviour with his 
Diſciples Inſtituting the bleſſed Sacrament, that did 


ſo adorn our Altar, from the malicious Calumny, 
and artful Contrivances of thoſe double-minded 
Men, that will {rain at a Gnat but ſwallow a Camel; 


and make it appear that all theſe pretended Scruples 
are vain and groundleſs ; that it is a Straining the 


"XZ Senſe of our moſt exce/ent Homilies and Canons 
what they urge againſt us; and that there can be, 


in Truth, nothing more of Offence in Beautify- 
ing God's Houſe, after this Manner, than there 
was even in the Religious and Wife Solomon him- 

B 2 ſelf, 
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ſelf, when he over-laid the Cherubims with Gold, 
and Carved all the Walls of the Houſe, round a- 
bout, with carved Figures of Cherubims, and 
Palm-trees, and open Flowers, within and with- 
our. | | 

And to this End, I do aſſert, Fir/#, That fuch 


Repreſentations as theſe, in our Conſecrated Places, 


are no juſt Occaſion of Offence or Scandal to n 
good Chriſtian. Secondly, That it cou'd never be 
the Intent and Meaning of our Homilies totally to 
diſcountenance and prohibit pious Deſigns of Beau- 
tilying God's Houſe by ſuch decent, and becoming 
Ornaments. . | | 

Thirdly, That theſe Repreſentations in our 
Churches have their peculiar Benefit and Uſeful- 


neſs when they are appropriated to a right Pur- 


pole, 


theſe, 1n our devoted Places, are no juſt Occaſion 
of Offence or Scandal to a good Chriſtian. 

For that cannot be the juſt Occaſion of Offence 
to a good Man that is not ſo to God And nothing 
can be an Offence to God, that is not either a 


Moral Evil, or a Breach of ſome poſitive Com- 
mand from above. 


If it were a Moral Evil to adorn the Houſe of 


God with the Repreſentation of any Ornamental 
Figures therein; were this, I ſay, any Natural or 
Moral Evil, God himſelf cou'd never have diſ- 


pens'd with ſuch a Practice upon any Occaſion what- | 


ſoever; for that which is a Moral Evil is immutably 
ſo, and can ſuſtain n Alteration for ever: And 
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Firſt then J aſſert, that ſuch Repreſentations as 
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('$-) 
we may as well ſuppoſe God, who is the Fountain 
Jof all Purity and Truth, capable of Inverting the 
2 Courſe and Nature of Juſtice, Equity and Righte- 
E ouſneſs, as of diſpenſing with a Moral Evil, or be- 

ing reconciled to it. 

But we find that God has diſpens'd with the Va- 

riety of Figures and Ornaments in his Houſe: Yea, 

he has commanded em to be pourtrayed and erected 

there, by ſeveral, the moſt (a) paſitive Injunttions 
in the holy Scriptures : So that our Devotions this 
way cannot be an Offence to God upon any Moral 
Account, which ſufficiently diſplays to the World, 
= the Senſe as well as the Religion of thoſe Men who, 
in profound, puritanick Zeal, exclaim againſt the 
- 23 Immorality of Beautifying and Adorning the Houſe 
- \Fof God. 

And, in the next Place, that this is no Breach of 


89 


z 
» 
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be God's expreſs Command will as eaſily appear: For 
how can we {ſuppoſe it diſpleaſing unto God, or 

2 contrary to his Will, that we ſhou'd give all 
e > poſlible Inſtances we are able that we Honour him! 
g Or that he ſhou'd Commend us to retrench in any 
2 of our holy Purpoſes, that may be ſuppos'd to ex- 
\- Apreſs our Reverence or Devotion towards him! 
When we look upon this Houſe to be the Temple, 

of to be the Sanctuary off our God; and, under a Senſe 
a] of his peculiar Habitation there, ſtrive to deck and 
or adorn this Houſe with the moſt proper and be- 
coming Ornaments, as the wiſeſt Prince, anda ſingu- 
t. lar Favourite of God, has done before, and ſet us an 


hd 


(a) Vide Excd, 25. Numb. 21, &c. 
| Ex- 
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ſelf, when he over-laid the Cherubim with Gold, 
and Carved all the Walls of the Houſe, round a- 
bout, with carved Figures of Cherubims, and 
Palm-trees, and open Flowers, within and with- 
our. | | 

And to this End, I do aſſert, Firſt, That ſuch 


| Repreſentations as theſe, in our Conſecrated Places, 


are no juſt Occaſion of Offence or Scandal to a 
good Chriſtin, Secondly, That it cou'd never be 


the Intent and Meaning of our Homilies totally to 


di ſcountenance and prohibit pious Deſigns of Beau- 
tiſying God's Houſe by ſuch decent, and becoming 
Ornaments. - | 5 


Tpbiraly, That theſe Repreſentations in our | + 
Churches have their peculiar Benefit and Uſeful- 3 


neſs when they are appropriated to a right Pur- 
pole. 


of Offence or Scandal to a good Chriſtian. 


For chaz.cannot be the juſt Occaſion of Offence 
to a good Man that is not ſo to God e And nothing 


can be an Offence to God, that is not either a 


Moral Evil, 'or a Breach of ſome poſitive Com- 
mand from above. 
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Firſt then I aſſert, that ſuch Repreſentations as 
| theſe, in our devoted Places, are no juſt Occaſion M* 


If it were a Moral Evil to adorn the Houſe of 


God with the Repreſentation of any Ornamental 


Figures therein; were tlus, I ſay, any Natural or 7 


Moral Evil, God himſelf cou'd never have diſ- 


pens'd with ſuch a Practice upon any Occaſion what- 

ſoever; for that which is a Moral Evil is immutably 

ſo, and can ſuſtain j Alteration for ever: And 
| x | 5 Wwe 
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we may as well ſuppoſe God, who is the Fountain 
of all Purity and Truth, capable of Inverting the 
Courſe and Nature of Juſtice, Equity and Righte- 
ouſneſs, as of diſpenſing with a Moral Evil, or be- 
ing reconciled to it. 
But we find that God has diſpens'd with the Va- 
riety of Figures and Ornaments in his Houſe: Yea, 
he has commanded em to be pourtrayed and erected 
there, by ſeveral, the moſt (a) poſitive Injunttions 
in the holy Scriptures So that our Devotions this 
way cannot be an Offence to God upon any Moral 
Account, which ſufficiently diſplays to the World, 
the Senſe as well as the Religion of thoſe Men who, 
in profound, puritanick Zeal, exclaim againſt the 
Inmorality of Beautifying and Adorning the Houſe 
And, in the next Place, that this is no Breach of 
God's expreſs Command will as eaſily appear: For 
ho can we ſuppoſe it diſpleaſing unto God, or 
Z contrary to his Will, that we ſhou'd give all 
poſſible Inſtances we are able that we Honour him! 
Or that he ſhou'd Command us to retrench in any 
gof our holy Purpoſes, that may be ſuppos'd to ex- 
preſs our Reverence or Devotion towards him! 
When we look upon this Houſe to be the Temple, 
to be the Sanctuary of our God; and, under a Senſe 
"Yot his peculiar Habitation there, ſtrive to deck and 
*Fadorn this Houſe with the moſt proper and be- 
coming Ornaments, as the wiſeſt Prince, anda ſingu- 


1 lar Favourite of God, has done before, and ſet us an 
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(a) Vide Excd, 25. Numb. 21, &c. 
E | Ex- 


(6) 


Example, upon which the Bleſſing of God is upon | 
Bice: Can this be acting in Ha er of God's : 
Commands? 2 No; His Commands are always juſt, | 
tho? the Saints of this Generation have refin'd upon 

them, till it is become a Sin and an Offence to 
Beautify this Temple ! 

That there 1s no expreſs Command from God © 
that forbids ſuch Religious Ornaments in our In 
Churches, is what, I think, no Man can juſtly de- | 
ny: As to that Prohibition, ſo ſtrictly laid upon 1 
the Jews, in the Second Commandment : „ this is i 
fo far from being an Argument againſt the Beauti- 3 
fying of our Churches with the comely Ornaments | 
of Religious Repreſentations, that it ſeems to carry 1 
with it an Implication and Encouragement to do it; 
at leaſt it infers the Innocence and Lanfulreſ: 
thereof. 

And that this has been the Univerſal Opinion of 
the moſt Zealous Advocates for the Reformation, . 
is evident from the Teſtimony of that Learned (0% L. 
Prelate, who has indeed wrote very che £6 
againſt the Adoration of Images, proving that ( a. 
they were not ſet up in Churches to the Intent that 
the People might Worſhip them: But that Great Man F | 
himſelf is fo far from aſſerting the Offen/zveneſs oe 
theſe Repreſentations in the Church, that he tells il 
his Adverſary, who objected the Command of Gol R 
to Moſes, to make the Cherubims and the Brazen 4 
Serpent. (e) Theſe Examples, f ” the Biſhop, 2X 

| (a) Biſbop Jewel. 1 


(b) Art. 14. againſt My. Harding. | 
(c) Vide. Biſhop Jewel againſt the Adoration of Images, Art. 144 


p. 369. 


i: 


* 


"1 


5 


nal | 


(7) 
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make little againſt my Afſertion : For, ſays he, God 
| commanded not, either the Cherubims or the Ser- 
bent to be fer up to the Intent the People ſbon d 


o roRSHIP them, which is the WHOLE and ON. 
FLY State of this Queſtion. 
d He had nothing farther to object in this Caſe 3 


* 


Ir nothing againſt the Decency and Ornament of Beau- 
- tifying the Houſe of God after this Manner; on- 
ny let us not commit Idolatry; let us not Bow down 


is to them, nor Worſhip them; for this, indeed, is 
i- Fan Offence, and moſt juſtly will provoke Him who 
ts is a jealous God. 
y And to this Purpoſe another very Orthodox 
t; Biſhop, in his Expoſition upon the Second 
ſs (Commandment, tells us, (a) that Images, or 
= Pictures, are not abſolutely prohibited either HERE, 
of or in any other Place of Scripture. () God com- 
n, $-2nded theſe, ſays he, to be made by Moſes, And 
4) Magain, (c) As for Pictures, or ſuch Repreſentations by 
ly Painting, they, being not ſo apt to nouriſh the Opi- 
„) nion of an inherent Deity in them, the Making or 
at USING them WAS NOT PKOHIBITED, 
an And the ſame Learned Author, in another Place, 
of quotes Tertullian, ſaying, (d) God ſaith not (in 
11; the Second Commandment ) that an Image ſbou d 
od NOT BE MADE; But thou (halt not make it TO 
cn TH SELF, i. e. to be thy God, to worſhip it, 
PP, 
= 


* 


und to fall down before it. 
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* 
a. 
[1 


XZ (2) Andrews Expoſit. on the Ten Commandments ; P. 193. 
. 14 C) lb. p. 198. 
„ («) Ib. p. 194. 
ae (4) Lib, de Idol. Tom. 2. p 447. 


This 


(8) 


This was the Opinion of the greateſt Men that 
ever the Reformation produced; add to theſe the 
Learned Grotins, introducing his Authority, that : 

(e) there is no Probibition from God to forbid the Þ 
Uſe of ſuch Things, provided they were not abuſed 0 
and perverted to a ſuperſtitious Purpoſe. z 

Thus far then, I preſume, we may be clear, that | 3 I: 
the decent Ornaments of our Church, whether in Ft 
Paintings, or otherwiſe, are not an Offence, ll t 
againſt the Command of God ; and dal nd 1 
they cannot, in Juſtice, become a Scandal and a * 
Stumbling to a good Chriſtian. ; YZ 
2. I proceed therefore, in the next Place, to * 
that it cou'd never be the Intent and Meaning 0 
the Homilies of the Church of England totally to 
diſcountenance and prohibit pious Deſigns of Beau- F 
tifying our Churches by ſuch decent and decoming i 4 
Ornaments. 

And indeed this Truth comes under the Shelter I 
of the former Argument, and is a neceſſary Con. 3 
ſequence of what is ſaid before; for it cannot be 
that thoſe inſpir'd Pen-men, who have wrote 10 
excellent a Syſtem of all practical Religion, ſhou'd, 
whilſt they were repreſenting the Peril of Idolatry, 1 
be Condemning the devout Work of Adorning the 8 
Houſe of God, even with the brighteſt and moſt F 4 * 
ſolemn Inſtances of Glory, and the utmoſt Varie- 4 
ty of Repreſentation, that were neither ae c 
the Word of God, nor an Offence or Grievancet to iF 
his holy Spirit. 9 


1 —— Mt th. Mt. ——— * — 
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( 405 Itaq; non prohibentum, ſi quis Imagines facere volverit, 1 4 
adorare vero Imagines omnibus modis devitandum. Grot. Tom: 3: 
P- 592. 
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(9) 

The very Scriptures themſelves muſt be always 
underſtood after this Manner, and with a Rational 
and Religious Reſerve; Elſe they wou'd appear 
rather the Word of Confuſion than the Word of 
IJ God. | 
And we muſt read and underſtand our Homi- 
lies as we do our Bible; that is, fo as not to make 
them claſh and interfere with, and to contradict 
 FSthenmſelves; Otherwiſe we ſhall transform our Zeal 
into Profaneneſs ; and inſtead of a pure Worſhip, 
ve ſhall act a Sacrilege. | | 
What can there be more poſitive, and ſeemingly 
Nexpreſs, than that Command of God upon the 
Sabbath Day? In it, ſays he, thou ſhale do NO 
ZMANNER OF WORK; thou, nor thy Son, nor 
thy Daughter, and ſo on. They were forbid the 
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ry, into à Pit, and will not ſiraitway pull him out on the 
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(a) St. Luke xiv. 5. 
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(4e | 


The Application 1s juſt in our preſent Caſe; | 
we are ſo afraid of Idolatry, that we commit Sacri- 
lege for fear of it; and never ceaſe our Cries a- | 
gainſt it, 'till the Holy Place is violated, and pil- F 
lag'd of its moſt decent Ornaments : But we can 
{et up the Idol Mammon and Worſhip it ; and Sa- 
crifice our God, and our Country, and our Salva- 
tion to it, without Scruple ; This is our Diana; 
and for This we can take a Thouſand different 
Shapes upon ns, contradi& the very Light of 
Nature, and transform our Judgment and our 
Conſciences into as many diffcrent Idea's as we 
have Occaſion for; and ſet tlie very Scriptures, 1 
and the Homilies, and even the Reformed at Vari- 
ance with and againſt themſelves, to ſerve a Turn: 
But tho' in thoſe Sermons againſt Idolatry, there 
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may be ſome Expreſſions that ſeem pofitive in Re- 4 
lation to Figures of the Saints and our Bleſſed 


Fore- Fathers againſt Idolatry, and change it into 
an Unſanctified Zeal againſt the pious Ornaments 
of the Church. 


298 2 jay jd A A A 59 — ral Yo met 


When the Homilies of our Church . were 8 
firſt compoſed, Religion was almoſt overſha- F- 
dow'd with Ignorance and Idolatry, and the 


Reformation was but in its Infancy, and Dawnu- 


ing: Images had been long ere&ed and ſet 


* «a 
up under the Solemn Purpoſes of an Execrable x. 
7 


Aloration; and therefore it well became thoſe . 
holy Men of old, to take away and remove all 
thoſe 


N » 
1 
N 


(it ) 

thoſe Means, and every thing that might give Oc- 
caſion for fo irreligious a Practice: It well became 
them then to be expreſs, as they were, againſt E- 
= very b. e by which an ignorant People, 
and a Nation bigotted to Idol-worſhip, might have 
Opportunity to relaps into that abominable Sin. 

But what then? Shall we from thence infer, 
that the Pious Managers of the Reformation 
have abſolutely forbid the moſt proper, the moſt 
decent, and moſt becoming, I ſay, the molt uſe- 
ful Ornaments of the Houſe of God? Becauſe 
2 Ignorance and [dolatry, about two hundred Yeas 
ago, made it neceſſary for the Governors of the 
Church, in thoſe Days, to be induſtrious and 
exact in the Prevention of Image-worſhip ; ſhall 
ve therefore be apprehenſive of a Breach of our 
Obedience againſt the Church, for Adorning the 
Place of our Worſhip with a becoming Glory? 
Ho unjuſt is it to expound thoſe religious, thoſe 

EX pious Votaries to God, and all the Decencies of 
Z Religion, after this Manner! What a Profanation | 
to is it to the Memory of thoſe good Men! What a 
s Stain and a Crimſon wou'd theſe deſigning Hypo- 
= crites fix upon their ſacred Characters! Enough, 
one wou'd think, by mere Reflexion, to throw 
„Shame and Confuſion, and a Bluſh upon them- 
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= Eſpecially when they conſider what a Scandal 
ſet and Reproach ; what a Charge of Idolatry, and 


* 
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3E Breach of the Homilies, they are fixing upon 
oſe our preſent Governors, both Spiritual and Tempo- 
al 3 ral; who, (if the Aſſertions of theſe our Enemies 
'8 C 2 be 
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(12) 
be true) are all expounded into Idolatry, and the | 
Guilt of Erecting, or at leaſt continuing 2 21 
Idols in the Church: For certainly, if the Homi- | 
lies condemn theſes Ornaments, *tis as much a 
Breach of them to permit their Continuance in our | 
Churches as to erect them. 

Now that theſe Repreſentations ſhine in moſt of 
our (a) Cathedral 5 Raya! Temples, as well as in N 
our common Places of Devotion, is beyond Diſpute: 
It wou'd be endleſs to enumerate the e e 
Part of em; how, and after what Manner Both 
our Univerſi 70] Thoſe Pillars of the Reformation, 4 
and Supporters of all. decent OEconomy and 0: i 
der of the Church, how They underſtand the Ho- 
milies, whilft They are mill daily adding to the 
Beauty of their Sacred Places, and Replcniſhing i 
the Houſe of God with ſuch a Variety of Re- 4 
ligious Idca's. ” 

T one of our (50 Churches we find the Re- 1 
preſentation even of St. Peter, under the Inſpection 
of a Modern Prelate; who, tho! his Nicety wou'd 
not give him to allow the Based Sacrament to be 2 5 
a Chriſtian Sacrifice \ yet even He has found no 
Fault, no Breach of Homilies, nor nothing impi- 
ous in theſe Religious Adornments : And I doubt 
not but there may be a Preſident of this Nature; 
50 Secundum ears Inf nis Eccleſte Sarum. 2 
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(a) See the PW at Weſtm. Ge. 
{ St. Peters at Norwich. 
( c) See the Chapter-Hoaſe at Salisbury. 


(13 ) 

How remarkable is that Sacred and Royal (42) 
Temple enrich'd fo often with the Preſence of Her 
that fs there, the Vicegerent of God; giving up 
her Accounts to that Greater Majeſly of Heaven 
and Earth ! How remarkable, I ſay, is that Place, 
for the glorious Reſemblance that is pourtray'd 
there of our Bleſſed Saviour with his Diſciples, 
Inſtituting the Bleſſed Sacrament of the Lord's 


Supper ! How does that Glory ſhine of which 


b are bereav'd, and left naked ! And yet behold 
Her that is faid to be the Supreme es and 


4 Governor of all theſe Cauſes; how ſhe ſits there, as 


an Angel of God, delighted with the Graceful and 
Becoming Ornament Were theſe things an Of- 


fence to God or Man; were they, in the leaſt, 


2 deſtructive of the true Meaning of the Homilies of 


our Church, it were impious to ſuppoſe that ſo 


much Goodneſ, ſs, and ſo nice aTaſte of the moſt pure 


e- Religion wou'd not be offended ! 


It were impoſſible to advance this Argument af- 
ter the laſt Inſtance that has been urg'd ; the very 
Fountain from whence all ſecular Authority is de- 
# rivd: But, for à certain Reaſon, it may not be 


j- |& 1mproper to add this one Notice more, viz. that 


we have the fame Repreſentation of our Bleſſed 
. # Saviqur at the Sacrament with his Diſciples, at 

the Becoming Altar of our (5) Neighbour Church, 
where that Religion is profeſs'd, which is The Re- 
vx hw of that Perſon who, by the Act of Succeſ- 
{ ſion, is to be the Defender of our Faith, upon Her 


* Her Ma 745 s Chappel-Royal at Windſor. 
(5) Ar the Lutheran Church in Well-Cloſe Square. 


preſent 


(14) 
preſent Majeſty's Demiſe—which God Avert! And | 
continue her long a Bleſſing to us. * 
I hold it always the moſt juſt and ſafeſt Way to MC 
take the Intention of the Homilies, as indeed of all IM" 
our Laws, from the Practice of that Sovereign Au- 1 
thority, from whoſe Sanction they derive Strength, * 
and from whoſe Hand they iſſue: And what has t. 
been the Practice of ALL our Sovereign Prin- 
ces, our ſupreme Moderators, ever ſince the Re- AC 
formation, in Relation to our preſent Subject; 
and how far they have allow'd, and countenanc'd, . 
and acted in it, is too conſpicuous to be con- 
ceal'd. Fay Ml 

The very Compilers of the Homilies them- 
ſelves, have left us ſuch Apparent Teſtimonies of 
their Meaning in this Caſe, in moſt of our 
Churches thro the Kingdom; that, tho* they 
were fo facrilegiouſly defac'd by that Brood of! 7 


Rebels in Forty-One; yet there are left ſtill, 2 
from the Pillage and Beſfruction of that devour- I 
ing Uſurpation, enouzh of 'em to conv ince an F C 
honeſt Man, that thoſe Orthodox and Reverend 


Divines, (as well as the Royal Predeceſſors of | 
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Her p reſent Majeſty, from whoſe Authority their 
Works receiv'd their Strength) could not fo con- 

tradi& and act againſt themſelves, as to have ſuf- 
fer'd and left behind them ſuch a Variety of car- x 
ved Works and Painting, (a) even of the whole 2 
Hiſtory of the New Teſtament, had they not been 

of the ſame Opinion with that excellent Comen- 4 


(a) See the Royal Chappel at Kings-Coll. Camb. &c. 150. 
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(15) 

tator, who, in his Expoſition upon the Second 
Commandment, tells us, if I underſtand him 
right, that under this Precept they are only (a) 
ole, or Images to be worſhip'd, as if they in- 
| Mveſted ſome inherent Deity; and not mere Images 
i themſelves, that are forbidden. 

But the Off-ſpring of that profane and impious 
Generation, with the perverſe and mercenary 
” FFProſelites and Adherents to them, are reſolv'd to 
take no Preſident but from Holland and Ge- 


p . * | 
/ > ed. 


Thad almoſt ſaid, but I'm afraid I ſhou'd have 
A 2b >en miſtaken, that they don't conſider, that all 
of theſe Scruples, and Sham-pretences of Idolatry 
ur and Homilies, ec. are not only levell'd againſt the 
Honour due ts God; but, in Fact, they are an 


Y Birr aignment of Her preſent Majeſty, che Biſhops, 


Fi the Clergy, and all their pious Predeceſſors ;, Yea, 
. hope, by God's Providence, I may ſay, of their 
religious Poſterity *till the Day of Judgment. 
Thus they affront Majeſty; are mangling the 
Church, and wounding the Sacred Order of it, 
and wipe their Mouths, and cry out Idolatry ! 
It were well if they wou'd be fo obſervant of 
£ Wb Homilies in other Caſes, eſpecially thoſe A- 
r. e ſtolick Sermons againſt Rebellion, upon which 
1, their Salvation depends; but there they have no 
ll Scruples, they have Latitude indeed ! Here they 
. bave forgot how © ſolemnly, (V) before the Exer- 
ed * * ciſe of any Eccleſraſtical Juriſdiction, they have 


2 
an 


2 
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LE A 


„.) Corn a Lap. in Deut. Cap. 5. 
) Vide The Caſe concerning the Setting up Images, &C. p. 12. 
1 N * willingly, 


(16) 


& willingly, and ex Animo, (unleſs they prevaricated tr 


« with God and the Bible. „ aſſented, conſented, ap- Mg 
te proved, and ſubſcribed theſe Articles, and this n- 


Doctrine; and that abſolutely without any wy Tas 
« gp Senſes of their own. ir 

*Tis amazing to ſee how theſe Diſſemblers with 
God and Man can have the Affurance to invoke 2 
the Homilies and Canons, &c: (to ſerve their 1 P 
Schiſmatical Purpoſes ) upon ſuch a ſtrain'd and 
indifferent Occaſion; and at the ſame time ſo con- 
ſciouſly impugn, confound, and break *em where rhe 

very Salvation of their Souls lies at Stake! I mean, 
thoſe moſt excellent Homilies againſt Rebellion, Y: 
which are the moſt plain, natural, and obvious; n 
in the Senſe of em, in Defiance to all Canons L t 
and Statutes and DAMNATION whatſoever. 4 

»Tis a plain Caſe, that in Oppoſition to all 
Right and juſtice, and the moſt F undamental | C 
Laws, they will ſtill vindicate their Rebellions, and M1 
the CHILDREN OF DISOBEDIENCE ; But 
in Point of Decency and good Order, theit Fears "ND 
and Jealoufies are ſtill upon them, to prevent we 
the good Effects of a regular and juſt W 5 
even in the Houſe of Gd: 

3. And this brings me, in the laſt place, to 
make it appear; that theſe decent Repreſentations 
in our Churches have their peculiar Uſefulneſs, 
when they are appropriated to a right Purpoſe. | 

And here, far be it from us to make uſe of any 
Argument that may ſavour of a Romiſb Pc, * 
ſo as to give the leaſt Encouragement to Idolatry 
or Superſtition; which we deteſt and ab bor, as 


tru 7 3 
1 


( 


(17) 
ed truly impious and abominable to God, and every 
/- good Chriſtian: But ſo far as theſe things are Or- 
i namental and Becoming the Houſe of God, fo far 
er as they may be ſuppoſed to take the Mind off 
from inferior Objects, ſo long as we carry Fleſh 
th and Blood about us, and the Soul may be ſuppoſed 
ke to receive Impreſſion thro' the Senſes; it cannot 
ir be irrational, but far from impious, to deck and 
1d Wadorn our Churches with ſuch innocent Reſem- 
n- | $blances as theſe are. 
he If the Church Militant here, as a Great Man 
n, tells us, be 00 a Place of Angels and Arch-An- 
n, Igels, and a Reſemblance of Heaven; certainly 
1s; nothing can be more proper than to ſhadow out 
ns theſe Receptacles of irs Members, with ſome Shew 
and Repreſentation of what is above. 0 
118 And tho”, indeed, I cannot go ſo far in my 
21 | Opinion of the Uſefulneſs of theſe Religious Ob- 
d jeRs in our Places of Devotion, as that (5) Great 
ut Advocate for the Reformation ſeems to do; whilſt, 
rs under the Authority of St. Gregory, he calls em the 
nt (e) Laymens Books; and of St. Baſil, to the ſame 
y © Purpoſe; (4) acknowledging, to uſe his own 


Words, that the People may LEARN ſomewhat by 
to theſe Means; yet I muſt agree with him, where 
15 he tells us, in (e) another Place, that cheſe 


Tbings vehemently move the Mind to ſundry Af- 


} 


— 


6 Ky, Eccleſia locus Angelorum, locus Arch-angelorum, &c. 


Cb 
> 6 Biſbop Jewel. 
0 Lib. 9. 


Y d) Vide Jewel. p. 35 f. 
8 4 ( ) Ib. P. 279. p. 37 
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(16) 


Hind: Mam:thas mill bol "the comtrary.” 
And to this purpold W6 ite told by a veracious 
Hiſtoridn, that (4) 70 Nn dessen Cufftom in 
the World to. pererolie the Menibry "of ® thoſe 
they thought A r pre ſent ing e in 2 | 
Dir after ches. irs ab aeht 1 (104; 121731 L via ; 
And St:Cyption hümſelf, in his ut and Au- F 
thentic Invedive - aoaihſt the Vanity of Idols, 
ſhews us this Advantage of ing6ecne' Repreſenta- 
tions, Viz that () they ure (deſig d 22 Refreſh 
mens tothe Mitt, wo Mp the ec of ou? -dead 
Friends in; Ronekdy antes: 100191971 8 POR A 
And 'whatoif i People TSH t in beir Ways; | 
uſe: theſe. : Cothervifds Afefÿ Samens te 4 
Purpoſe not allowable, HN ive: liefe dre dep rive 


our ſefros bft ther CN An lSereſes n Let os en, Zy 
by che fame/[Rexſon}0 Ert Awhy ur : Olteitolies 
themſ-lves;zandiourtE 5 Beeadſé the 2 


Game People dave. cortiiptebodd) ef eme 0% 
- Or ſalkweRifte the Houſt f Gd. of dts mot 1 
becoming Oinondents, 1decaviſe others abulg chem 
by a fußerſtitious Detbrielt td em? B the Time BY. 
Reaſon we muſt abjure he BMD Suchen it.. 
ſelf; becauſe they woHſhi: "the Hr, the ' Conſe+ -. 
crated Bread. - e 2197 5. 
But rather let us maintain thaks all Wthde: pro- 
pew” Efficacy | and Operation: And tho, indeed, 9 


WE 
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(0) Ita ini es Honorare quos Honore di Os e 
Euſeb. Lib. 7. Cap. 17. Quoted by Jewel. * 7 
(5) Ad ee, A Vultus per Imaginem detinendos exprel | 43 
ſa ſunt Simulachra. Cyp. de Idolorum * Vanitate. 1 2 1 
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(o)) 

in the Caſe before 8 thete is} as one calls it, (a) 
a moſt: \artifictal.” Influence. iqton thæ Mind, yet 
they arc 8. 2 Mo Hes ra%g78* their Pretences 


us are contradifiory to common Senſe, that will needs 
Have it, that we muſt be deceiv'd into an y thing 
. unlawful by theſe Means... 


And to this we have.the Waben of that in- 
comparable Aſſertor and Expoſitor of our. Creed, 


u- vo tells us that e Faithful da not in the leaſt 
is, ¶ or ſhip the Images rb put up, 4s if Ther twere 
any thing of Divinity inberent in them : Far be it 
6— from us! But we have em before 11 upon no 
2d © other Account, than to make Impreſſion upon our 
i S2nes ;, and by that Means to kindle in our Minds, 
„and warm them into, an Affectionate Memory of 
4 our deteaſed Friends, that is, the Con fe ern . 
vo he Martyrs, andthe Saints of G. 

1, WF This is very far from the Purpoſe of Iaolatry, 
or the Danger of ſuch unaccountahle Superſti- 
K tion; but deſign'd to a more uſeful and warranta- 
ble Intention - to raiſe an Emulation and holy 
3 Zeal; to imitate the Example of thoſe Morthies 
n and that noble Army iy Maroyrs, that were gone 
e 


1 before them * Go 


ä . 


(a) A 5 n OD RY N d T5 A _— ray Agenly, 
& JS; 1 . V Be. . Alex. Aon. ad Gear, p. 38. 
Edit. Lut. 

Ou @s Ses Segeln re * 7 l ol To N 2 
IM © 8 8 o) © ee Te TE) Tas eis as a mt 745 & A d 5 
90% « av HI oe), & Met abr T 2b, 9 F 25 4 HV 9 7 Tg n= 
Dr ces, N Yacaurice © * bpariS o. Ath. per Bened. 
Tom. 2. *Þ 277. b | | 
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(20 
And I take it to be the Deſign of that Prelate 
that I mention'd before, to corroborate his Senſe 
of this Matter, that he brings in Saluſt, giving an 
Account that 0 a) Quintus Maximus, G. Publius . 
Scipio; whenever . they beheld their Anceſtors in 1 
Eqieie, they were, as he ſays, by and by inflamed i 
with Nobility of C ourage to advance themſelves to 
the like Adventures. 
What can be ſaid more in Vindication of theſe | 
our Religious Purpoſes, in Repreſenting the | ; 
Solemn Appearance of holy Things in the 
Church, than we find in the Works of (5) that 
moſt Learned Rabbi in our Chriſtian Theology! 1 
Speaking of the Art itſelf; “ Painting, ſays he, 
« and Graving, are waraatable and PROFI 74h 
« BLE Arts, and the GIFTS OF GOD, and 
te commended by God himſelf, in Bezaleel, for his 
c“ Wiſdom and Underflanding in chem : The Rea- 
< ſon that he gives for it is, Becauſe theſs Arts con- 
$6 — to the Preſervation of the Memory of Things I 
< paſt, as alſo for the Delight (or Refreſhment ) i q 
66 75 the = + And in his Arguments for the 
Inoffenſiveneſs od Innocency of them in them 
ſelves, he brings in St. Ferom, making this Di- 
ſtinction; (c) That God has no where Grill 1 
the making fuch Repreſentations, but that well 
ſbowd not make them our Idols. "Here, a8 that 
Caſuiſt obſerves, lies the 2 or Energy 
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"+ Biſhop Jewel ; P-3 

( Rijhop Andrews. 79 d 

(e) Now Simulachrum, non Imago damnatur, ſed non facies 
tibi. Jer. In m 5 RF Ws = 


(21) 
of the Command; (a) Not, that thou ſhalt not 
nale them; but thou ſhale not make them to thy 
1 22 | 
5 I have dwelt the longer upon theſe Authori- 
ties, that you may be ſatisfied how the moſt 
1 Fholy Purpoſes of the Beſt of Men may be per- 
„ verted, by the Cunning of a Malicious and 
3 Time-ſerving Generation, to carry on their Schiſ- 
e matical Projections: And to let you ſee, that 
e tho it has pleas'd God to ſuffer thoſe that have 
evil Will againſt us, by their Noiſe and Cla- 
wour, to rifle our holy Places, and to rob God 
of what has been devoted to him in his Sanctua- 
Fry; yet that our Conſciences are ſtiff clear, and 
4- ve have done nothing but what was our Duty ; 
and for which, notwithſtanding all the Diſcou- 
(7 2zements and Injuries we meet with here, we 
W ſhall one Day receive Eulogy and Applauſe from 
Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe REPRESENTATION has been 
7 aken from our Eyes ! 
I doubt not, My Dear Brethren, but the fame 
he Spirit is in you, which was then, when you fo 
I cheartully,- and fo univerſally, joyn'd with me to 
;. 3 Beautify and Adorn theſe Sacred Walls; and 
4% chat you do as Univerſally Lament with me, 
u that All the Glory, All the Symmetry and 
Beauty of our whole Work is brought to no- 
Webiogl 
But, let our deep Concern be plac'd right: 
Let us not diſtruſt our God: Let us remem- 
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(-) Vide By. Andrews ; p. 193. 
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ble, ſet on by thoſe who bave been affended fra 


Let Judas be ſtill a Traytor; He that is Unjuſt, la 
im be Unjuſt ſtril; and he that i 10 „Hin ks bin : 
be Filthy fil. Nor? \| „ rf | 


and Jay open all our Grievances there: Let us 


Beautifying Gocks Houſe, as if itt were 5evome 1 


muſt be forcd, by the Artifices of ui Men, 
10 prophane what Ig been appropriated to holy 


(22) 
Her that Heir ran remote all our Enamies: Tie 
our Buſineſs Herefore to feſigi qui ſelves to ai 
Will ; to ſubmit our ſelves to his Providence, 
and not ta Murmur at any nene; ; pg 
then we ſhallſbe ſife .. yern 17 
Let us alfo N put» Submiſhon to God, by 
our Obedience to 'Þhole'-whom hie has ſet ove 
us: Let no vexatious Tryal rob us of our Inte. 
grity and Uprightnefs, ys ao haute ver Hand Our 
Alfliction comes': Our Governors are not to give 
Accountto Us, upon what ſecret Springs their W; if 
dom moves; nor why the beſt of Cauſes, I mean 
our innocent and honeſt Zeal and Regard for thi 
Holy Place, ſhou'd be expos'd to all this Havoch, 
only to quell the Clamours of a ſacrilegious Rab- 


4 Henle of hte own Guilt: 
To anſwer theſe in their Wickedneſs and F ol 
wou'd be to argue even with Hell itſelf: 


Exe Gor db chen bende dt Ad n ite. C 


only — him complam, how ſad our Con- 
dition is, when we mult be ford to argue for 


Sin; and to pled for Leave to do to God this 


Honour, as if it were a Crime; when, to ſilence the 
defigning Clamours of ad heedleſs Throng, wel 


Uſe 


ee 
e ;" When our religious and devout Purpoſes 

muſt bd ſtifled to gratifie a Mob, and one of the 
beſt of Cauſes muſt give way to the more power- 
ful Argument of Noiſe and Mutiny, 
This indeed is à Circumſtance very deplora- 
ple! 4-think the Rebellion began witk the facri- 
bees Cry ef 4 Bjbyps; ve Fi Biſhops; 
which they never ceaſed, Alter (the v once found 
otiitenanee;* till Epfcdpacy was bol{hWd,* and 
he-Chur$#TOTALEY CONFOUNDED: -. - 
When the Clamours of a Faction gr ſtronger 
Shin the Cauſe of God, *tis the diſcovering 
Strength to a wild Beaſt; and there 1s but the 
ame Expectation from this, the more unthinking 
onſter, when once the Reins are let looſe, 
ad. a Faction finds_its Outrage preyalent and ſuc- 
A 3 
Such Truths as theſe, when they become ripe 


or Action, wou'd make a Man that is in earneſt 
Brit his Religion to tremble ; but God is ſtill 
or Refuge under all theſe Troubles: Let ws 
ben commit our Works to him, and he ſhall bring 
to paſs, and ſatisfie the Requeſt of our Lips < 
Let us never ceale to beſeech him; to importune 

im: Let us give him no Reſt *till he has re- 

ſtabliſh'd our Sion, and made it become, once 
Pore, 2 Praiſe, as it has been, in the Earth : 
hen God will look with Compaſſion upon our 
Ruins | And it will pity him to behold how the 
W-lory of our Temple is levell'd with the Duſt! 
hen he will give his Angels charge over us; 
nd no longer Commiſſion to the deſtroying An- 
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(24) 
75 but a Miniſtring 1 7 to adminiſter the 

le/Imps of Reſtoration and oy to ug; afhd to re- 
_—_ Mex that is become dim ! .< : "6 
Which God Almighty grant, for the Sake of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; to whom with the Fa- 
ther and the Holy Ghoſt, Trinity in Unity, and 
Unity in Trinity, be for ever aſcribed, as is 
moſt due, all Honour, Praiſe and Glory, Might, 


Majeſty and Dominion, henceforth and for ever 
more. Amen. 
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